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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

The Prayer

What is the meaning of prayer?

Its specific sayings and actions started with Takbeer and ended with Tasleem.

What is the wisdom behind ordainment of prayer?

One: It makes man aware of his real identity, which is his being a slave of Allah.
Two: It establishes in man's mind that the only real Helper and Giver of favor is Allah, High and Exalted.

Three: It provides man with an opportunity to repent and turn to Allah from all the sins he has
committed.

Four: It serves as continuous nourishment for the belief in Allah that is already established in the heart.
For, distractions of this world and satanic insinuations can make one forget this belief, even if it is
already firmly-rooted in the heart.

When was prayer ordained?

Prayer is one of the ancient acts of worship in terms of its ordainment. Allah says about Prophet Isma'eel
- peace be upon him,
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“And he used to enjoin on his family and his people As-Salaat (the prayers) and the Zakaat, and his
Lord was pleased with him." Maryam 19:55

When Allah sent our Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him), he used to
perform two Rak'ahs in the morning and two in the evening. Some scholars say they are the
interpretation of Allah's saying,
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And glorify the praises of your Lord in the 'Ashi (i.e. the time period after the midnoon till sunset)

and in the Ibkaar (i.e. the time period from early morning or sunrise till before midnoon)." Ghaafir
40:55

As for the five obligatory prayers, they were ordained when the Messenger of Allah (Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon him), was taken on a night journey to Jerusalem and from there was made
to ascend to the heavens. Fifty prayers in the day and the night were initially ordained upon the Prophet
and the Muslims. Allah then reduced them to five as a way of making it easy for His slaves. Therefore,
they are five in performance but fifty in reward.

The authentic opinion is that the incidence of Isra took place eighteen months before the Prophet's
emigration from Makkah to Madinah. With the ordainment of the five obligatory prayers, the two
Rak'ahs that the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him), used to perform in the morning
and the evening were abrogated.

What is the position of the prayer in Islam?
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Prayer is absolutely the best physical act of worship. It is a pillar of the religion.

What is the ruling concerning a person who abandons the prayer?

If a person abandons the prayer in denial of its being obligatory or in mockery of it, then he has become
a disbeliever and an apostate. The Muslim ruler should order him to repent. If he repents and starts
performing prayers, that is alright; if he fails to repent, then he should be executed as an apostate. After
his death, he should not be washed, neither should he be shrouded. Funeral prayer should not be
performed on him and he should not be buried in the Muslim cemetery because he is not one of them.

If a person abandons the prayer out of laziness but believes in its obligation, the ruler should compel
him to pray and to repent from abandoning it. If he fails to perform the prayers, then he should be
executed as a punishment for abandoning one of the obligations of Islam.

However, he should be regarded a Muslim after his execution and he should be treated the same in terms
of the burial, and inheritance because he is one of the Muslims.

What is the prescribed time for Fajr prayer?

The time for Fajr prayer starts from the appearance of the true dawn till sunrise.

What is the prescribed time for Zuhr prayer?
It starts from when the sun leaves its zenith and continues till the shadow of an object is the same length

as its height.

What is the time for 'Asr prayer?

The time for 'Asr prayer starts at expiration of the time of Zuhr and continues till sunset.

What is the prescribed time for Maghrib prayer?

Maghrib prayer is due at sunset and continues till the twilight of the sun completely disappears.

What is the prescribed time for 'Ishaa prayer?

It starts at the complete disappearance of the twilight of the sun and continues until just before the
break of the true dawn. It is preferred that it is not delayed beyond the end of the first third of the
night.

When is performance of prayer disliked?

It is disliked to perform prayer during the following times: When the sun is at its zenith, after Fajr prayer
until the sun has completely risen to the length of a spear above the horizon and after 'Asr prayer until
sunset.

Upon whom is prayer obligatory?

Prayer is obligatory upon every Muslim male or female who has reached the age of puberty and is sane.
It is not obligatory upon a disbeliever because it would not be valid if he performed it.

Adhaan and lqamah

What is the meaning of Adhaan?

Adhaan is a special Dhikr that Islam ordained to inform people that the time of an obligatory prayer has
come and to invite the Muslims to gather for it.
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What is the ruling regarding Adhaan?

Adhaan is recommended for both the scheduled and the missed prayers. It is an emphatic and collective
Sunnah as far as a congregation is concerned and individually recommended as far as individual is
concerned. Adhan plays a major role in showing one of the rituals of Islam.

What are the conditions for validity of Adhaan?

Islam: for an Adhaan made by a non-Muslim is invalid because he is not eligible for any of the Islamic
acts of worship.

Attainment of age of discretion: The Adhaan made by a child who has not attained the age of discretion
is invalid because he also is not eligible for acts of worship, in addition to the fact that he does not know
the prescribed time of each prayer.

Masculinity. The Adhaan made by a woman for men is not valid as too is her leading them in prayer.

Adhering to the words of the Adhaan in their order for failure to do so will give an impression of playing
with Adhaan and, therefore, will fail to serve the purpose for which it is ordained such as is to inform
the people that the time for prayer has arrived.

The words of Adhaan should be made in sufficiently quick succession and avoidance of long breaks
between a word and the following one.

Making it loud if it is being made for a congregation; but if one is making Adhaan for himself, it is also
recommended that he make it loud in a place that is outside a mosque in which congregational prayer
is held.

It should be ensured that the prescribed time of the particular prayer has arrived.

What are the recommended aspects of Adhaan?

The Mu'adhdhin (the caller of Adhaan) should face the Qiblah, because that is the noblest direction and
because doing so has being reported from the righteous predecessors and those who followed them.

The Mu'adhdhin should be pure from major and minor impurities. It is disliked that a person who does
not have ablution should make the Adhaan; and it is strongly disliked for a person who is in a state of
sexual defilement to do so.

The Arhaan should be made in a standing position.

The Mu'arhrhin should turn his head (and not his body) to the right when he says, 'Hayya 'alas-salaah'
and to turn it to the left when says, 'Hayya 'alal-falaah'.

He should slowly recite the words of the Adhaan because the purpose of Adhaan is to inform those who
are absent. Therefore, reciting the words slowly serves that purpose better.

Making Tarji' by reciting the two shahadahs twice silently and then recite twice loudly.

Making Tathwib in the Adhaan of Fajr prayer by saying, after 'Hayya 'alal-falaah, 'As-salaatu khayrun
minan-nawm' (prayer is better than sleep) twice.

The Mu'adhdhin should have a sonorous and beautiful voice in order to make the heart of the listener
tender.

He should be known among the people as a righteous and well-mannered person. This makes people
respond better when he informs them through the Adhaan that the prayer time is due. Naturally, the
information of an impious person is not accepted.
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Words of Adhaan should not be unnecessarily elongated.

It is recommended that each mosque should have two Mu'adhdhin for Fajr prayer, one making Adhaan
before the break of the dawn and the other, after the break of the dawn.

It is recommended that the hearer of Adhaan keep quiet and listen and repeat what the Mu'adhdhin says.
The proof for this is the saying of the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him): "Whenever
you hear the Adhaan, say what the Mu'adhdhin is saying." (Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim).

Making supplication and invoking Allah's blessing upon the Messenger after the Adhaan. Jabir ibn
'Abdullah - may Allah be pleased with him - narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Whoever after listening to the Adhaan says,

/
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'Allahumma Rabba hadhihid-da'watit-tammati was-salatil ga'imati, aati Muhammadanil-wasilata
walfadilata, wab'athhu magaman mahmudanil-ladhi wa 'adtahu

O Allah! Lord of this perfect call (of not ascribing partners to You) and of the regular prayer which
is going to be established! Kindly give Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) the
right of intercession and superiority and send him (on the Day of Judgment) to the best and the
highest place in Paradise which You promised him'

then intercession will be permitted for him on the Day of Resurrection".

What is the difference between Adhaan and 'Iqamah?

Wordings of the Adhaan are recited twice while those of Iqamah are recited once.
Wordings of the Adhaan are recited slowly while those of the Iqgamah are recited quickly.

If one misses some prayers and wants to make up for them, he should make Adhaan for the first prayer
only but he should make Igamah for each of the prayers.

What about making Adhaan for non-obligatory prayers?

Adhaan and Iqamah are emphatic Sunnahs for obligatory prayers. As for other prayers recommended
to be performed in congregation such as the two Eid prayers, prayer for eclipse of the sun or moon and
funeral prayer, neither Adhaan nor Igamah is recommended for them. The Mu'adhdhin should only say,
'As-Salaatu Jaami'ah." Allah knows best.
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Conditions for the Validity of Prayer

Pillars and Recommended parts of the prayer
What is a condition?
A condition (in the Sharia'ah) is something upon which the existence of another is dependent though it

is not a part thereof.

What are the conditions for the validity of prayer?

Purification, and this is of categories:
1. Purification of body from impurity.
2. Purification of body from filth.
3. Purification of garment from filth.

4. Purification of the place from filth. What is meant by the place is the very space that a praying
person occupies while he prays. This covers the place of his feet up to where he lays his face in
prostration and whatever space that any part of his body touches in prayer.

To be aware that the time of the prayer is due

That the time of a prayer is due is known through any of these means:
1. Certain knowledge by relying on a clear and felt proof such as seeing the sun setting into the sea;

2. Exercising independent judgment based upon presumption and direct proof such as shadow or
reckoning with actions and their length of their duration;

3. Imitation: this is resorted in the absence of certainty or ability to exercise independent judgment. If a
person does not know the prayer times and their signs, then he should imitate either a scholar who
relies upon a felt proof or a Mujtahid who relies upon presumptive proofs.

Covering of nakedness

Nakedness that should be covered in prayer:

A Man should cover what is between his navel and knees, and should reveal nothing thereof in prayer.
As for the woman, she should cover her entire body with the exception of the face and the hands.

Facing the Qiblah. What is meant by the Qiblah is the noble Ka'bah.

What are the pillars of prayer?

Making intention is the first action of the prayer. The intention should be made in the heart (it should
not be spoken out). In order to be valid, it has to be made at the time of reciting the first Takbeer.

Performing the prayer in standing position if one is able to stand. However, this applies to only
obligatory prayers. As for supererogatory prayers, performing them in standing position is
recommended but one can still perform them in sitting position if one likes, whether one is able to stand
or not. Al-Bukhari recorded on the authority of 'Imra’n ibn Husayn -may Allah be pleased with him -
that the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "It is better for one to
pray standing; and whoever prays sitting gets half the reward of the one who prays while standing; and
whoever prays while lying gets half the one reward of that who prays while sitting." Making the first
Takbeer (Takbeerah Al-Thraam): It is to be pronounced in this form: 'Allahu Akbar'. There is nothing
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harmful in adding any word or attribute of Allah that does not prevent the prominence of the Name
Allah. One can say, for instance, 'Allah Al-'Azeem Akbar'. Validity of the first Takbeer is determined
by three things:

1

5.

. It should be pronounced in a standing position. If a person pronounces it while going to the standing

position, it will be regarded as valid.

. It should be pronounced while facing the Qiblah.

. It should be pronounced in the Arabic language. If a person cannot pronounce it in the Arabic

language and it is not possible for him to learn how to pronounce it before the time of the prayer
expires, then it should be interpreted for him and he should express its meaning in whatever language
he understands. However, he must learn its pronunciation in Arabic if he can.

. He should pronounce it loud enough for himself to hear each of its letters if he does not have hearing

impairment.

He should pronounce it along with the intention, as earlier mentioned.

Recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah with the following conditions:

1.
2.

He should recite it loud enough for himself to hear it if he has sound hearing.

He should recite the Surah in its arranged order with meticulous pronunciation of every letter while
taking into consideration all the sharrahs.

.He should avoid reciting it in an ungrammatical form that can alter the meanings. If his

ungrammatical recitation of it does not change the meaning, then it will not be rendered invalid.

. It should be recited in Arabic language and not in translated form, for translation is not part of the

Qur'an.

. It should be recited in standing position. If one goes to bowing position while still reciting it, then the

recitation is invalid and should be repeated. If a person is unable to recite Surah Al-Fatihah, then he
should recite in its stead seven verses of whatever he has memorized of the Qur'an. If he has
memorized nothing, then he should remember Allah for as long as it takes to recite Surah Al-Fatihah
and then bow.

Bowing:

Conditions of bowing are:

1.
2.
3.

Bending one's back until the hands rest on the knees.
The bending should be solely meant for bowing in prayer.

He should feel at ease in his bowing for a period of reciting Tasbihah once.

Standing up upright after the bowing. This should be done with the following conditions:

1.
2.
3.

His standing upright after the bowing should be solely for the purpose of prayer.
He should feel at ease in his upright standing for at least a period reciting Tasbihah once.

He should not unnecessarily prolong the standing beyond a period of reciting Surah Al-Fatihah.

This is because it is a short pillar that should not be prolonged.

Prostration twice with following conditions:
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1. Allowing the forehead to touch the ground.

2. prostration should be done on seven bones which the Messenger of Allah mentioned in his saying: "
I have been ordered to prostrate on seven bones i.e. on the forehead along with the tip of the nose and
the Prophet pointed towards his nose, both hands, both knees and the toes of both feet." (Recorded
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of 'Abdullah ibn 'Abba’s - may Allah be pleased with
him and his father.

3. He should not prostrate on clothing that he is wearing.

4. The purpose of his prostration should be solely for worshiping Allah.

5. He should rest his forehead on the ground.

6. He should be at ease in his prostration for a period reciting at least Tasbihah once.

Sitting between the two prostrations. This is done with the following conditions:

1. It should be done for the purpose of worship and not for other purposes such as fear and the like.

2. It should not be prolonged for more than the period in which a person can recite the shortest
Tashahhud.

3. One should be at ease for a period long enough to recite Tasbihah at least once.

Final sitting. This is sitting that is made at end of the last Rak'ah of the prayer and is followed
by Tasleem.

Making Tashahhur in the last sitting. Its format is as followed: Attahiyyatu lillahi wassalawatu
wattayyibatu , assalamu 'alayka ayyuhan-nabiyyu wa rahmatul-laahi wa barakatuh, assalamu 'alayna
wa 'ala ibadil-lahis-saaliheen. Ashhadu an lailaaha illal-lah, waashhadu anna Muhammadan abduhu wa
rasuluh.

'At-tahiyyaat is for Allah. All acts of worship and good deeds are for Him. Peace and the mercy and
blessings of Allah be upon you O Prophet. Peace be upon us and all of Allah's righteous servants. I bear
witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad (Peace
and Blessings of Allah be upon him) is His slave and Messenger.'

While reading the Tashahhud, one must take the following into consideration:
1. He should recite loud enough for himself to hear if he does not have any hearing impairment.

2. He should recite it in succession. If he interrupts it with long silence or another dhikr, then it is no
longer valid and he has to repeat it.

3. Tashahhud should be recited in sitting position.

4. It should be recited in Arabic; if he cannot read it in Arabic, he may recite it in any language.
However, he should learn how to recite it in Arabic.

5. Attention to proper pronunciation of its wordings. If he recited it in an erroneous way and caused an
alteration in its meaning, then the Tashahhud is invalid and should be repeated.

6. Its wordings should be recited according to the order in which they are recorded in the Hadith.

Invoking blessing on the Messenger of Allah in the last Tashahhud in the following format:
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Allahumma salli 'ala Muhammad, wa'ala ali Muhammad, kama sallayta 'ala Ibraheema wa'ala ali
Ibraheem, innaka Hameedun Majeed, Allahumma barik 'ala Muhammad, wa 'ala ali Muhammad, kama
baarakta 'ala Ibraheema wa 'ala ali Ibraheem, innaka Hameedun Majeed.

'O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, just as You sent prayers upon

Ibraheem and upon the followers of Ibraheem. Verily, You are full of praise and majesty. O Allah,
send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessings upon
Ibraheem and upon the family of Ibraheem. Verily, You are full of praise and majesty.'

While making this invocation, the following has to be taken into consideration:
1. He should recite loud enough for himself to hear if he does not have hearing impairment.

2. It should be with the word 'Muhammad' or 'the Messenger' or 'the Prophet'. It will not be valid if he
uses the word 'Ahmad'.

3. Invocation on the Prophet should be recited in Arabic; if he cannot read it in Arabic; he may recite it
in any language. However, he should learn how to recite it in Arabic.

4. The order in which wordings of invocation are recorded should be maintained. Also, the
recommended order between it and the Tashahhud should be followed. It should not be recited before
the Tashahhud.

The first Tasleem:
This is to say, while turning one's head to the right and left side: 'Assalamu 'alaykum wa rahmatullah'.

Adhering to these pillars in the above order. For instance, one should start with the intention and the
first Takbeer, then recitation of Al-Fatihah, then bowing, then standing up upright, etc.

If one intentionally brings forward any of these pillars before its time is due, the entire prayer becomes
invalidated. But if he does so unintentionally, his prayer, starting from the pillar he brought forward
before its time was due, becomes invalid; and he should repeat his prayer from that point.

Therefore, if he continues in his prayer after he has changed the required order until he has reached the
same place in the following Rak'ah, that Rak'ah replaces the earlier one (which has already been
invalidated) and he has to perform an additional Rak'ah to make up for the invalidated one.

What is Sunnah?

Sunnah is what a Muslim is required to do but is not compulsorily. He is rewarded for doing it and he
is not punished for abandoning it.

What are the Sunnahs performed before the prayer?
1. Adhaan
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2.
3.

Iqamah

Taking a Sutrah (screen) between oneself and the passersby such as a wall, a pillar or a rod, or
drawing a line if no object is found.

What are the Sunnahs performed during the prayer?

There are two types of Sunnahs: The one whose abandonment is atoned with prostration of
forgetfulness; and the one the abandonment of which does not need any atonement.

The Sunnahs whose abandonment needs to be atoned with prostration of forgetfulness are:

L.
2.

First Tashahhud.

Invocation upon the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) at the end
of the first Tashahhud.

Sitting position for the first Tashahhud.

Invocation of blessing upon members of the household of the Prophet at the end of the last
Tashahhud. Al-Qunoot after standing up upright from the second Rak'ah of Fajr prayer, in the
last Rak'ah of witr prayer during the second half of Ramadan and while standing upright from
the bowing of the last Rak'ah of the prayer performed for special events.

Sunnahs whose abandonment need not be atoned for:

1.

Raising up of the two hands while making the first Takbeer and while going to bowing position
and getting up from it.

Placing the right hand on the left while in standing position.

Looking at the place of prostration.

Commencing the prayer after the first Takbeer with supplication of Tawajjuh.
Seeking refuge with Allah after the Tawajjuh.

Reciting loud where recitation should be done loudly and reciting silently where it should be
done silently.

Saying Aameen after finishing recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah. Saying Aameen is Sunnah for every
worshipper in his prayer to be said loudly in prayers in which recitation is made loudly and silently in
prayers in which recitation is made silently. The one who prays behind an Imaam should follow the
Imaam in this. Aameen means: Accept it, O Lord!

1.
2.
3.

4.

Reciting a portion of the Qur'an after Surah Al-Fatihah.
Saying Allah u Akbar whenever one moves from one position to another.

Saying Tasbeeh during bowing and prostration. It is to say while in bowing position: Subhana
rabbiyal-'Azeem (three times) 'How perfect my Lord is, The Supreme.' and to say in prostration:
Subhana rabbiyal-A'la (three times) 'How perfect my Lord is, the Most High.' This is the least
one can say. If one wants to say more, it is better.

Placing of hands on the thighs while sitting down for Tashahhud.

Doing Tawarruk in the last sitting position and Iftirash in other sitting positions. Tawarruk is to rest the
body, during sitting position, on the left thigh and putting the left foot under the right leg, while setting
the right foot upright; and supporting the body by the left hand with which the left knee is grasped.
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Iftirash means to place the left foot on the ground and sit on its ankle, while keeping the right foot
standing vertically on its toes, which are pointed towards the direction of prayer.

1. Reciting Assalawatul-Ibraheemiyyah and then making supplications after the last Tashahhud.
2. The second Tasleem.

3. Maintaining concentration and consciousness throughout the prayer.

What are the Sunnahs performed after the prayer?
1. Saying Istighfar, dhikr and supplications.

2. Moving from the place where the obligatory prayer has just been performed to another place
for voluntary prayer, in order to increase places of prostration. These places will testify for one
on the Day of Judgment.

3. [Ifa group of men perform prayer in a mosque and there are women who perform prayer behind
them, it is recommended that the men stay put in their positions until the women have gone out
of the mosque. This is to avoid intermingling that is a potential cause of moral perversion.
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Things Disliked in Prayer

Matters in which Men Differ from Women Invalidators of Prayer Prostration of Forgetfulness
Prostration of Recitation

What is the meaning of 'disliked' Makruh

Makruh is something whose abandonment a worshipper will be rewarded, but he will not be punished
if he does it.

For example, abandonment of Takbeer when moving from one position to another is Makruh because
saying it is Sunnah. Likewise, abandonment of reciting Tawajjuh is Makruh while reciting it is Sunnah.
What are the things disliked in prayer?

1. Looking back by turning the neck unnecessarily.
2. Setting one's gaze towards the sky.

3. Performing prayer ready longing to eat it. This is because; the heart will be preoccupied with it
and will deprive one of concentration and consciousness in prayer.

4. Praying while under the pressure of answering the call of nature.
5. Praying while one is in a strong state of sleepiness.

6. Performing prayer in a bathroom, pathway, marketplace, graveyard, church, dunghill or resting
place for camels. Some of these are possible places of impurity while some others are places
where hearts distracted away from the remembrance of Allah.

What are the things in which a woman differs from a man?

One: She should hold parts of her body together while, on the contrary, a man is expected to keep his
arms separated from his sides and to lift his belly away from his thighs.

Two: A woman should lower her voice in the presence of alien men. She should not read aloud even in
prayers in which recitation is made loudly, for fear of causing temptation.

Three: If something happens to a woman while she is in prayer and she wants to call the attention of
someone who is around unto it, she should just strike her right palm on the back of her left hand.

As for a man, whenever something happens to him while he is in the prayer, he should make Tasbeeh
loudly.

Four: The entire body of a woman should be covered with the exception of the face and the hands.

Five: It is not recommended for a woman to make Adhaan but it is recommended for her to make
Igamabh.If she makes Adhaan in a low voice, it is not disliked. Rather, it will be regarded as an act of
remembrance of Allah for which she will be rewarded. If she raises her voice with it, then it is disliked
even if there is assurance that doing so will not cause any temptation.

What are the things that vitiate the prayer

1. Speaking intentionally, with the exception of reciting the Qur'an, dhikr and supplications that
are part of the prayer. The speech that vitiates the prayer is that which consists of two letters or more
even if it is meaningless. However, if the word consists of a single letter and carries a meaning, it also
vitiates prayer. If he talks forgetfully or unknowingly while in the prayer due to his being a recent
convert to Islam, a short speech would be tolerated on his part if they do not exceed six words.
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2. Much action: Much action starts from three actions and more and these actions should follow
one another in succession. If this happens, then prayer becomes vitiated.

3. The garment or body being affected with impurity. That is when an impurity affects any of the
two and the person does not quickly remove it. Then, the prayer performed with impurity will be invalid.
If wind or something like that blows impurity on his body or garment and he is able to remove it
immediately because it is dry, the prayer is not vitiated.

4. Revealing any part of one's nakedness. If a worshipper intentionally reveals any part of his
nakedness, his prayer is absolutely vitiated. If a part of his nakedness is revealed unintentionally and he
quickly covers it, then the prayer is not vitiated. But if he does not cover it quickly, the prayer is vitiated.
This is because; there is a deficiency in one of the conditions of prayer.

5. Eating or drinking, for doing so contravenes the situation and order of prayer. If a person
intentionally eats anything however small it may be, his prayer is vitiated. Unintentional eating does
not vitiate the prayer if it is not much. The scholars defined 'much' as what can reach the size of a chick-
pea if collected together. If there is a remnant of food stuck in-between a person's teeth and this remnant
does not reach the size of a chick-pea if collected together, if he unintentionally swallows it along with
saliva, his prayer is not vitiated.

6. Falling into a state of impurity before the first Tasleem is made. It does not matter whether this
happens intentionally or not.

7. Clearing one's throat, laughing, crying or moaning, if this results into voicing out of two letters
or one letter that has a meaning. If all that could be made out of such a noise is no more than a single
letter that carries no meaning or if no letter could be made out of such noise, then the prayer is not
vitiated. Mere smiling does not vitiate a prayer.

8. Making remembrance of Allah or making supplication if it is not meant to address the people.
If it is meant to address the people, then it invalidates the prayer. An example of this is when a person
says to another, "Yarhamukallaah' (May Allah have mercy upon you) For, such a supplication is
regarded as a talk among people, and the prayer is not an occasion for such a talk.

9. Changing of intention: If a person who is in prayer intends to terminate it or to condition its
termination on a matter such as arrival of a person, the prayer is vitiated by creeping of such intention
into his mind. The reason for this is that prayer will not be valid without a definite and clear intention,
and this definite intention is an antithesis to an intention to terminate the prayer.

10. Backing the Qiblah. This is because facing the Qiblah is one of the conditions for the validity
of the prayer. If a person backs the Qiblah whether knowingly or another person forces him to do so. In
case of backing the Qiblah deliberately, the prayer becomes invalid immediately. But if he is forced to
do so, the prayer will only become invalid if he remains in that position. If he quickly turns towards the
Qiblah, the prayer remains valid.

What is prostration of forgetfulness?

This is a prostration made to make up for errors committed by a worshipper in his prayer regardless of
its being deliberate or unintentional. The prostration is done at the end of the prayer.

What is the ruling regarding prostration of forgetfulness?

It is Sunnah to observe it whenever one of the things that necessitate it occurs. If one does not observe
it, the prayer still remains valid. For, the prostration is not obligatory, because it was not ordained to
make up for abandonment of an obligatory action.

What are things necessitating prostration of forgetfulness?
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Abandonment of some parts of the prayer such as the first Tashahhur or Qunoot.
Doubting about the number of Rak'ahs one has performed.

In this case, the worshiper reckons with the least number, completes the remaining Rak'ahs and then
observes prostration of forgetfulness to make up for a possibility that he has made some additions to
his prayer. If, for example, a person is performing Zuhr prayer and he is in doubt as to whether he had
prayed three or four Rak'ahs, he should assume that he had prayed three and add another Rak'ah. He
then makes prostration of forgetfulness to make up for the possibility of adding the fifth Rak'ah.

Doing a forbidden act obliviously, if doing it intentionally vitiates the prayer. For example, if he
unintentionally utters a few words or performs an extra Rak'ah and realizes that while still in prayer, he
makes up for that with prostration of forgetfulness.

Performing any of the actions or pillars of the prayer in an inappropriate place, such as reciting Surah
Al-Fatihah while for sitting Tashahhud, or reading Qunoot in bowing position or reciting the Surah that
should be recited in a standing position after getting up from bowing. For any of these, it is
recommended that he makes prostration of forgetfulness at the end of the prayer.

How and where is prostration of forgetfulness made?

Prostration of forgetfulness is two prostrations like prostrations of prayer. The worshiper will make
intention of making them. It is observed at the end of the prayer before the Tasleem. If a person performs
the Tasleem before he makes prostration of forgetfulness and it was long before he remembers, then the
prostration is no longer biding. But if he remembers within a short period after saying the Tasleem, he
should make it and then repeat the Tasleem.

How many prostrations are made for recitation and what is its ruling?

It is recommended to make prostration of reciting the Qur'an both in and out of the prayer. It is also
recommended for the listener who is not in prayer.

There are fourteen places in the Qur'an where prostration of recitation is recommended: One in each of
the following Surahs: Al-A'raf, Ar-Ra'r, An-Nahl, Al-Israa and Maryam; two places in Surah AlHajj
and one place in each of Surahs Al-Furga’n, An-Naml, HaaMi’m Sajrah, An-Najm, Al-Inshiqaaq and
Al-'Alaq.

How is prostration of recitation performed?

If a person wants to make prostration of recitation, he makes first Takbeer raising up his hands, makes
another Takbeer for going to prostration without raising up his hands and then observe a single
prostration and then makes Tasleem. The first Takbeer and the Tasleem are conditions for a valid
prostration of recitation. Conditions that are essential for prayer are also essential for prostration of
recitation. Some of these conditions are: being in the state of ablution and facing the Qiblah.

Congregational Prayer, Traveler's Prayer, Prayer of Fear and
the Jumu'ah Prayer

What is the ruling concerning congregational prayer?

The correct opinion is that congregational prayer -with the exception of Jumu'ah prayer -is a collective
obligation. The inhabitants of a town will not be excused unless it is openly held. If it is not held at all
or held secretly, then the entire inhabitants of the town will be liable for punishment and the Muslim
ruler should fight them for (until they hold it).
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What are the accepted excuses for being absent from congregational
prayer?

There are general excuses and private excuses. Examples of general excuses are: rain, strong night storm
and great insecurity on the way.

Examples of private excuses are: illness, severe hunger and thirst, fear of an aggressor over one's life or
property and answering the call of nature.

What are prerequisites for a person behind whom others pray?

The one praying behind him should not know about invalidity of the prayer of his Imam; he should
neither believe in same.

Example: If two men exercise their discretion to find the direction of Qiblah and each of them believes
in a direction different from that believed in by the other, then neither of them should pray behind the
other.

The one leading the prayer should not be an illiterate while the one praying behind him is literate.

What is meant by illiterate here is a person who cannot correctly read Surah Al-Fatihah. If the one
praying behind such an Imam is like him in this regard, then it is permissible for any one of them to
lead the other in prayer.

The Imam should not be a woman while the one praying behind her is a man.

Manners of praying behind an Imam:

The one praying behind an Imam should not pray in front of him. If he does so, then his prayer will be
void.

It is recommended that the distance between the Imam and those praying behind him not exceed three
cubits (fifty centimeters approximately). The same distance is also recommended between every two
rows. If men and women pray behind an Imam, the men should form their rows first and the women
should form their rows behind those of men. If a man and a woman pray behind an Imam, the man
should stand on the right side of the Imam while the woman stands behind the man.

When women have congregational prayer among themselves, they should form a row and the one
leading them in prayer should stand in the middle. This is according to what is authentically reported
from 'Aishah and Umm Salamah - may Allah be pleased with them.

The one praying behind an Imam should follow him in all his movements and other practical pillars of
the prayer. He should not make any movement until the Imam has done so. It is disliked to lag behind
one's Imam by a pillar, and if he lags behind by two long pillars as the case where the Imam had bowed,
risen up, stood upright, prostrated and risen up while the one praying behind him was still standing with
no reason, then his prayer is invalidated.

However, if his lagging behind is due to an acceptable excuse such as his being slow in recitation, he is
allowed to lag behind his Imam by up to three pillars. If that is not enough for him, then he should
terminate whatever he is doing and join the Imam and then make up for what he misses after the Imam
has made Tasleem.

He should be aware of his Imam's movements by seeing him or seeing those who see him or by hearing
him.
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He should not be too far from his Imam if both of them are not in a mosque. If they are in the mosque,
following the Imam is valid however long the distance between him and his Imam may be and whatever
structure may be between him and his Imam.

If the congregational prayer is taking place outside the mosque and if the Imam is in the mosque while
the one praying behind him is outside the mosque, then there should not be long distance between them.
Further explanation of this case is as follows:

If the Imam and the one praying behind him are in an open place such as a desert, the distance between
both should not exceed one hundred and fifty meters.

If each of them is in a building or one of them is in a courtyard of a building while the other is in another
building, there must be a row linking both of them together.

If the Imam is in the mosque while some of those praying behind him are outside the mosque, the
distance between the end of the mosque and the first row of those praying behind him outside the
mosque should not be more than one hundred and fifty meters.

The one praying behind the Imam should make an intention of performing congregational prayer for
praying behind the Imam.

The intention should be made with the first Takbeer. As for the Imam, he does not need to make
intention of leading others in prayer, though it is preferable if he does so except in Friday prayer.

The one praying behind an Imam is reckoned to have attained a rak'ah with his Imam if he caught up
with him in bowing position; if the Imam has got up from bowing before he could catch up with him,
then he has missed that Rak'ah. He should make up for it and for whatever Rak'ahs he has missed after
the Imam has made Tasleem.

Traveler's prayer

A traveler is given two permissions:

One: To shorten the number of Rak'ahs, and this is called Qasr. It is to perform the four Rak'ah prayers
-such as Zuhr, 'Asr and Ishaa -in two Rak'ahs, each.

Two: Combining between two prayers in order to give him as much free time as possible. This is called,
Al-Jam' baynas-salaatayn.

What are the conditions for Qasr?

The prayer should be due while one is already on a journey and it should be performed on the journey.
This means that the prayer that was due before one embarked on a journey should not be performed in
a shortened form because he was not a traveler when it was due.

Also, a prayer that was due while one is on a journey but was not performed until after one returns home
could not be performed in Qasr form. This is because; at the time of performing the prayer, one is no
longer on a journey.

To be eligible to do Qasr, one must have crossed the wall of the town one is travelling out of or left
behind its buildings if the town does not have any wall.

The traveler should not intend to stay in the foreign town for more than four days excluding the day of
arrival and day of departure. If he intends to stay for more than four days or if he does not know how
long he is going to stay because he has some projects which he does not know when he is going to
complete it, then he can do Qasr in his first journey there until he goes back to his own town and sees
its buildings. On his second journey, he can do Qasr for up to eighteen days excluding the days of arrival
and departure.
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If he wants to make Qasr, then he should not pray behind a resident person. If he does so, then he should
complete the prayer. However, the traveler can lead the resident in prayer. While the former has the
right to do Qasr, the latter should get up and complete the prayer after the traveler has said the Tasleem.
It is recommended for a traveler who leads residents in prayer to tell them as soon as he made Tasleem,
"Complete your prayer for I am a traveler".

There are two forms of combining the prayer:

Jam' Taqreem and Jam' Ta'kheer: Jam' Taqreem is to bring forward the second of the two prayers to be
combined to the time of the first one while Jam' Ta'kheer is to delay the first of the two prayers to be
combined till the time of the second one.

What are the prayers that can be combined?

They are Zuhr with 'Asr, and Maghrib with 'Ishaa. Fajr prayer should be combined neither with the
preceding prayer nor with the succeeding one. Likewise, 'Asr should not be combined with Maghrib.

What are the conditions for Jam' Taqdeem?

One: The prayers should be performed in their order.

Two: One should intend to combine the second prayer with the first before one finishes from the first.
It is recommended that the intention is made with the first Takbeer.

Three: One should commence the second prayer immediately after completing the first without making
any Dhikr or supererogatory prayer in-between both. If separation is made between them with what is
customarily long or the second one is delayed while nothing is done in the interval, then the combination
becomes invalid and the second prayer should be delayed till its time is due. This is what the Prophet
did.

Four: One should remain a traveler at the time of performing the second prayer.

What are the conditions for Jam' Ta'kheer?

One: There should be an intention to combine the first prayer with the second at the time the first prayer
is due. For instance, if Zuhr prayer expires without an intention to combine it with 'Asr in a delayed
form, then it is regarded as a prayer that is being made up for and not one performed at its prescribed
time. Hence, the person concerned is regarded sinful for delaying it beyond its time.

Two: One should be regarded a traveler at the time of performing the two combined prayers. If one
becomes a resident before final completion of the prayers, then the delayed prayer is regarded as the
one being made up for. Here it is not a condition that they should be performed in their order. One can
start with whatever one likes. Likewise, performing them in quick succession is also not a condition.

What are the conditions for a journey in which shortening and combination
of prayers are allowed?

One: The journey should be to a distance of eighty kilometers and more. A journey to a place of lesser
distance is not reckoned with.

Two: The journey should be to a particular destination. Mere wandering about without any particular
destination is not recognized as a journey where Jam' or Qasr can be done. Likewise, the journey of a
person who is just following his master without knowing where he is going is also not reckoned with.
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However, this is before one covers the distance of long journey. If a destination-less traveler has covered
the distance of a long journey, then he can start doing Qasr and Jam' because it is already sure that he
is on a journey.

Three: The purpose of the journey should not be the pursuance of what is sinful. If that is the purpose,
such journey is not reckoned with. An example of a sinful journey is to trade in alcohol, transact in
usury or to rob travelers of their money and properties on highways.

Is it permissible to combine two prayers while it is raining?

It is allowed to combine between two prayers at the time of the first while it is raining but it is not
allowed to combine them at the time of the second because the rain could stop.

Following conditions are necessary for this kind of combination:

The prayer should be congregational at a mosque that is customarily far and walking to which can be
harmful to a Muslim when it rains.

It should be raining at the time of performing the first of the two prayers and at the time of saying
Tasleem in it (i.e. the first prayer).

What is meaning of Salaatul-Khawf (Prayer of Fear}?

Fear is the opposite of security. The prayer of fear is the prayer performed at the time of fighting against
the enemy for it is exclusively about permissions and facilitations especially concerning congregational
prayer -that are not found in other prayers.

What are its situations?

The prayer of fear has two situations:
One: At the time of taking guard when fighting is not taking place. This has two manners:

a. When the enemy is lying down in the direction of Qiblah and the fighting is not going on: If
the Muslim soldiers wants to perform congregational prayer and they do not want to divide their prayer
into small congregations in order to attain the reward of one large congregation, their Imam should
arrange them into two, four or more rows and lead them in prayer. When he prostrates, it is only the
row that is immediately behind him that should prostrate with him if there are two rows. If there are
four rows, the first two rows should prostrate with him and the other rows should remain standing
guarding their brothers against sudden attack from the enemy. When the Imam and those who prostrated
with him rise up, those of the remaining rows should proceed to prostration and then join their Imam in
standing position of the second Rak'ah. When the Imam prostrates for the second Rak'ah, those who did
not perform prostration with him in the first Rak'ah should then take their turn in prostrating with him
and those who prostrated with him in the first Rak'ah should remain standing. All of them should then
join him in the sitting position for Tashahhur anr say the Tasleem together.

b. The Messenger of Allah used this format in one of his battles known as Battle of 'Asfaan. It
then became the Sunnah that is followed in any similar situation.

When the enemies are scattered in other than the direction of Qiblah and no fighting is going on: The
recommended manner of performing prayer of fear in this situation are:

The Muslim soldiers are divided into two factions; one facing the enemies, monitoring them and
guarding the Muslims and the other performing congregational prayer with the Imam.
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The Imam leads the latter group in prayer and when he rises up for the second Rak'ah, the group departs
and completes the second Rak'ah individually. It then goes and stays where the first group has been
staying.

The first group then comes and prays behind the Imam. The Imam should prolong his standing position
in the second Rak'ah so that the second group could join him. He then leads them in performing the
second Rak'ah which is the group's first. When he sits down for Tashahhur they get up to complete their
second Rak'ah and then join him while he is still in Tashahhur sitting. He then leads them in making
Tasleem.

The Messenger of Allah used this format in the Battle of Dhat Riqa'.

Two: When fighting is going on and the Muslims' ranks are mixed with that those of their enemies and
there is a great fear, there is no particular way of praying in this situation. Rather, each soldier should
pray as far as it is possible for him to do -standing, riding, walking, facing the Qiblah or facing
elsewhere. He gestures with his head to signify bowing and prostration -making the gesture for
prostration lower than that of bowing. If it is possible to pray in congregation in this situation, it is better
even if they face different directions or those who are supposed to pray behind the Imam are praying in
front of him.

What is the wisdom behind ordaining prayer of fear?

The scholars said: "The wisdom behind ordaining this kind of prayer is to make it easy for the legally
obliged Muslim to perform this obligatory act of worship while he is in the direst need of being close
to his Lord. He needs help and victory from Him at a time he is fighting the disbelievers in battle.
Maintaining his link with Allah, by remembering Him through prayer at this crucial moment increases
him in confidence that Allah will help and support him and make his feet firm so that falsehood can be
destroyed and the people of truth will prevail and succeed.
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Jumu’ah Prayer

When was Jumu'ah prayer ordained?

It was ordained in Makkah just before the Prophet's emigration to Madinah. However, its observance
did not commence in Makkah due to the Muslims' weak status there.

The first person to gather people together for Jumu'ah prayer in Madinah is As'ad ibn Zurarah - may
Allah be pleased with him - according to the narration recorded by Abu Dawood and others.

What is the proof for its ordainment?

The proof for its ordainment and obligation is Allah's saying,
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O you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimer for the Salaat (prayer) on the ray of
Friday
(Jumu'ah prayer), come to the remembrance of Allah [Jumu'ah religious talk (Khutbah) and Salaat
(prayer)] and leave off business (and every other thing). That is better for you if you did but know!"
Al-Jumu'ah 62:9

There are many Hariths in this regard. One of these Hariths is what Abu Dawood recorded on the
authority of Tariq bin Shihab -may Allah be pleased with him - that the Messenger of Allah said:
"Jumu'ah prayer is compulsory upon every Muslim."

What is the wisdom behind its ordainment?

There are many wise reasons for ordaining Jumu'ah prayer. We cannot mention all of them here. One
of the major wisdoms of ordaining this prayer is to give the Muslims of each town an opportunity to
meet once a week at a single place where they receive an admonition that increases them in unity and
solidarity, as it increases them in mutual love and cooperation and makes them acquainted with the
events going around them. It strengthens their relationship with their supreme political leader who
should be their preacher and admonisher.

Therefore, Jumu'ah prayer is the Muslims' weekly conference where they meet and form rows as one
single group behind their leader.

What are the conditions making the Jumu'ah prayer obligatory?

One: Islam: A disbeliever is not required, as a matter of obligation in this world, to perform Jumu'ah
prayer for he is required with the basis of all acts of worship which is Islam. But he will be punished
for it in the Hereafter.

Two: Reaching the age of maturity: Jumu'ah prayer is not obligatory upon minors who are yet to be
legally obliged.

Three: Sanity: Jumu'ah prayer is not obligatory upon an insane person.
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Four: Complete freedom: Jumu'ah prayer is not obligatory upon bonds-people because they are engaged
with the right of their master. This prevents its being compulsory on them.

Five: Masculinity: Jumu'ah prayer is not compulsory for a woman because she is occupied with taking
care of her children and her home.

Six: Physical health: Jumu'ah prayer is not compulsory upon a sick person if attending it may prove
harmful to him, aggravate his illness or delay his recovery. Joined in this are persons who nurse and
serve the sick people if there is no one there to stand in for them if they attend the Jumu'ah prayer and
the sick person direly needs their attention, whether he or she is a relative or not.

Seven: Residing in the town in which Jumu'ah prayer is held: Jumu'ah prayer is not compulsory upon a
traveler on a lawful journey even if the journey is a short one if he has commenced the journey before
the Fajr prayer of that Friday and he is in a place where he cannot hear the Adhaan made from his town
from which he travels. The same ruling applies to a person who is a settler at a place in which Jumu'ah
prayer is not valid like a village in which there are less than forty men who are eligible for Jumu'ah
prayer, if the Adhaan cannot be heard from the neighborhood of that village that borders the nearest
village in which Jumu'ah prayer is valid.

What are the conditions for validity of Jumu'ah prayer?

One: It should be held (at least) in a plot of land situated among the buildings of a town or village in
which not less than forty men who must perform the Jumu'ah prayer live.

A town is where there is a judge and a ruler and where there are markets for buying and selling; and a
village is where none of the above is found.

Therefore, Jumu'ah prayer is not valid in the desert and in-between tents, neither is it valid in a village
where there are less than forty men who must perform the Jumu'ah prayer. If they hear the Adhaan from
the neighboring town, then they must go there and perform the Jumu'ah prayer. If not, then Jumu'ah is
not compulsory for them.

Two: The number of the men by whom Jumu'ah prayer is held should not be less than forty from among
those upon whom its observance is obligatory -i.e. male and adult, who are inhabitants of the town.

Three: It should be held at the time of Zuhr prayer. If what is left of the time of Zuhr prayer is too short
for Jumu'ah prayer to be held, then Zuhr should be prayed instead. If they commence the Jumu'ah prayer
and the time of Zuhr lapses while they are still performing it, then they should change it to Zuhr prayer
and perform four Rak'ahs instead.

Four: There must not be more than one Jumu'ah prayer in a town, as long as that is possible. Rather,
the people of a town should get together in one place. If there are lots of people and the place is too
narrow to accommodate them all, then it is permissible to have more than one Jumu'ah prayer as far as
the situation demands.

If Jumu'ah prayer is held in more than one place in one town without necessity, then the Jumu'ah held
in the oldest place would be regarded as valid. Those who attend Jumu'ah at other places will be
regarded as shortening their prayers if they the fail to join the first Jumu'ah established in the town.
Therefore, their Jumu'ah will be regarded as invalid and they have to perform the Zuhr prayer instead.

If the oldest Jumu'ah is not known, then all are invalid, and the people of the town should congregate
for one single Jumu'ah prayer at a single place if it is possible and there is enough time. If not, then they
have to perform Zuhr prayer to make up for the deficiency.

What are the obligatory aspects of Jumu'ah?

First: The two sermons; and they have conditions and pillars.
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The conditions are:

The preacher should deliver them in standing position if he can and make a short sitting in-between
them.

It should be delivered before the prayer and not after it.

The preacher should be clean from all major and minor impurities; and his dress, body and place of
prayer should be pure from inexcusable impurities. He should also cover his nakedness.

The pillars of the sermon should be made in fluent Arabic.

Adhering to the recommended order concerning the pillars of the sermon, between the first and the
second ones and between the second one and the prayer.

The pillars of the two parts of the sermon should be heard by, at least, forty men with whom Jumu'ah
prayer must be held.

The pillars of the sermon are:

Praising Allah in whatever format. Invoking blessings upon the Prophet in whatever format.
Admonishing the congregation on fear of Allah in whatever expression or methodology. Reciting (at
least) a verse of the Qur'an in one of the two sermons.

Supplication for the believers in the second sermon, using expression customarily known to entail
supplication.

Second: It is the performance of two Rak'ahs in congregation.
What are the etiquettes of Jumu'ah prayer?
1. Taking a bath.
2. Cleaning of the body from dirt, removing bad odors and using perfume.

3. Wearing the best garments.

4. Clipping the nails and grooming the hair.

5. Going to the mosque early.

6. Performing two Rak'ahs on entering the mosque.
7. Keeping quiet while the two sermons are made.

8. Recitation of Surah Al-Kahf on Friday and on its eve.
9. Making much supplication on Friday and on its eve.

10. Invoking much blessings on the Prophet on Friday and on its eve.
Supererogatory Prayers

Supererogatory prayers are prayers that are not obligatory. They are sometimes called Sunnah, Manduab
or Mustahabb.

Supererogatory prayers are of two types: The first whose observance is recommended in congregation
and the second whose observance is not recommended in congregation.
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What are the supererogatory prayers whose observance is not
recommended in congregation?

Supererogatory prayers that are performed with obligatory prayers (either before or after).
These are categorized into two: emphasized and non-emphasized.

The emphasized ones are two Rak'ahs before Fajr, two Rak'ahs before Zuhr and two Rak'ahs after it,
two Rak'ahs after Maghrib and two Rak'ahs after 'Ishaa.

The non-emphasized ones are additional two Rak'ahs before Zuhr and two Rak'ahs after it (the same
thing applies to Jumu'ah prayer), four Rak'ahs before 'Asr prayer, two short Rak'ahs before Maghrib
prayer and two short Rak'ahs before '[shaa prayer.

Supererogatory prayers that are not performed with obligatory prayers.

These are categorized into two: those with specific names and times and those with no specific names
and times.

The ones with specific names and times are as follows:

Tahiyyatul-Masjid (Salutation of the Mosque): It is two Rak'ahs performed when entering the mosque
and before one sits down. The obligatory performed on entering the mosque covers TahiyyatulMasjid.

Witr: This is an emphasized Sunnah. It is called Witr before it is concluded with an odd Rak'ah - as
opposed to other kinds of prayers. Witr is performed between 'Ishaa and Fajr prayers. However, it is
better to delay it to the last part of the night if a person hopes to wake up at that time. But if there is fear
of oversleeping, then it should be performed after the obligatory prayer of 'Ishaa and its Sunnah.

The least number of Witr is one Rak'ah though performing one Rak'ah alone is disliked. The least
complete Witr is three Rak'ahs: two uninterrupted Rak'ahs and one separated Raka'ah. The utmost in
Witr is eleven Rak'ahs, making Tasleem at end of every two Rak'ahs.

Qiyaamul-Layl; it is called Tahajjud if it is performed after sleeping.

Qiyaamul-Layl is an unspecified Sunnah in terms of the number of Rak'ahs. It is performed after waking
up in the night before the Fajr prayer.

Salaatur-Duha (Forenoon prayer): It is at least, two Rak'ahs and at most, eight Rak'ahs. The best manner
of performing it is to separate between every two Rak'ahs. It is performed after sunrise and before noon.
The best time to offer it is when the first quarter of the day has passed.

Salatul-Istikharah: It is two Rak'ahs performed at a time when voluntary prayers are not disliked. It is
recommended for someone who wants to embark on any lawful thing and is not sure of its
appropriateness or otherwise. It is recommended that after performing it, a person should recite a
reported supplication. If, after performing it, Allah expands one's heart to that thing, one should proceed
on it and if not, then, one should leave it.

Al-Bukhari and others reported on the authority of Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari - may Allah be pleased
with him and his father - who said: The Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) used to
teach us the way of doing Istikhara (Istikhara means to ask Allah to guide one to the right sort of action
concerning any job or a deed), in all matters as he taught us the Surahs of the Quran. He said, "If anyone
of you thinks of doing any job he should offer two Rak'ahs prayer other than the compulsory ones and
say (after the prayer): 'Allahumma inni astakhiruka bi'ilmika, Wa astaqdiruka biqurratika, Wa as'aluka
min fadlika al-'azeem Fainnaka taqdiru Wa la aqdiru, Wa ta'lamu Wa la a'lamu , Wa anta 'allamul-
ghuyub . Allahumma, in kunta ta'lam anna hadhal-amra Khairun li fi dini wa ma'ashi wa'aqibati amri
(or 'ajili amri wa 'ajilihi) Faqdurhu li wa yassirhu li thumma barik li Fihi, Allahumma in kunta ta'lamu
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anna harhalamra sharrun li fi rini wa ma'ashi wa'aqibati amri (or fi'ajili amri wa ajilihi) Fasrithu anni
wasrifni anhu. Waqdur liyal-khaira haithu kana Thumma ardini bihi.'

O Allah! I ask guidance from your knowledge, and Power from your Might, and I ask for your great
blessings. You are capable and I am not. you know and I do not and you know the unseen. O Allah!
If you know that this job is good for my religion and my subsistence and in my Hereafter (or say: If
it is better for my present and later needs) then ordain it for me and make it easy for me to get, and
then bless me in it. If you know that this job is harmful to me in my religion and subsistence and in
the
Hereafter (or say: If it is worse for my present and later needs) then keep it away from me and let me
be away from it. And ordain for me whatever is good for me, and make me satisfied with it. The
Prophet added that the person should then name (mention) his need.

What are free voluntary prayers?

The free voluntary prayers are the ones performed as one likes and at anytime, except during specific
times in which voluntary prayers are disliked. In observing this kind of prayer whether during the day
or night, it is recommended that one makes Tasleem at the end of every two Rak'ahs.

What are the supererogatory prayers the observance of which is
recommended in congregation?

They are: The two Eid prayers, Taraawiah prayers (performed in nights of Ramadan), prayer for the
eclipse of sun or moon and prayer for seeking rain.

The Two Eid Prayers

When were the two Eid prayers ordained? What are the proofs?

Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Azha were ordained in the second year of Hijrah. The first Eid prayer performed
by the Messenger of Allah is Eid-ul-Fitr in the second year of Hijrah.

The basic proof for its ordainment is Allah's address to His Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah
be upon him):
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"Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him only)." Al-Kawthar 108:2

The prayer in this verse is the Eid prayer.

Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported on the authority of Abu Sa'eed Al - Khudri - may Allah be pleased
with him - who said: The Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) used to proceed to the
Musalla on the days of Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha; the first thing to begin with was the prayer and
after that he would stand in front of the people and the people would keep sitting in their rows. Then he
would preach to them, advise them and give them orders, (i.e. Khutbah). And after that if he wished to
send an army for an expedition, he would do so; or if he wanted to give an order, he would do so, and
then depart."

What is the ruling concerning Eid prayer?

It is a confirmed Sunnah because the Messenger of Allah

never skipped it since it was ordained until he died. His companions - may Allah be pleased with them
- adhered to its observance after him. It is observed in congregation.
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Eid prayer is recommended for every legally obliged Muslim, male or female, resident or traveler, free
or bondsman. The woman is exempted if she is wearing (apparent adornments) or if her presence might
cause temptation. In this case, she can pray at home.

The fact that Eid prayers are not obligatory is supported by the Prophet's answer to a person who asked
him about obligatory prayers. The Prophet told him: "Five prayers in day and night." The man asked:
"Do I have to perform any other (prayer)?" The Prophet replied: "No, unless you want to do so
voluntarily." (It is reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

When is the time for Eid prayer?

It starts after sunrise and ends just before noon. However, the best time it should be performed is when
the sun is fully up. That is what the Messenger of Allah always did.

What is the manner of performing Eid prayer?

The Eid prayer consists of two Rak'ahs. It is started with Takbiratul-Thraam (the first Takbeer) then
opening supplication is recited. After this, seven Takbeers are made while the two hands are raised up
to the shoulders with each Takbeer. A short pause is observed between every two Takbeer. Afterwards,
Surah Al-Fatihah and another Surah or some verses are recited. After getting up for the second Rak'ah
and before recitation, five Takbeers, excluding the one made while getting up from prostration, are
made. There should be a pause between one Takbeer and another as it has been earlier pointed out.

These additional Takbeers are Sunnah. If one forgets them and starts recitation, the prayer would still
be valid.

What is the ruling concerning the sermon made after Eid prayer?

Two sermons are recommended after completing the two Eid prayers; and their manner is as follows:

They must be made after the Eid prayer as opposed to the Jumu'ah prayer, emulating the Prophet (Peace
and Blessings of Allah be upon him).

All that is mentioned concerning the pillars and Sunnahs of Jumu'ah prayer equally apply to the two
Eid prayers.

It is recommended that the first sermon is commenced with nine Takbeers and the second with seven
Takbeers.

When is making Takbeer recommended during Eid?

For a non-pilgrim Muslim, it is recommended that he starts making Takbeer after the sunset on the eve
of Eid ul-Fitr or Eid ul-Azha. The Takbeer should be recited in homes, on the streets, in the mosques
and in the markets with a loud voice. It should continue until the Imam makes the first Takbeer in Eid
prayer. That is in accordance with Allah's saying:
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(He wants that you) must complete the same number (of days), and that you must magnify Allah (i.e.
to say Takbeer (Allaahu Akbar, Allah is the Most Great) for having guided you so that you may be
grateful to Him." Al-Bagarah 2:185
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Though the above verse was revealed concerning Eid-ul-Fitr; it is applied to Eid-ul-Adha also by
analogical deduction.

In Eid-ul-Adha, it is recommended for both pilgrims and non-pilgrims to make Takbeer, in its various
formats, after every obligatory prayer -starting from the dawn of 'Arafah day till sunset of the third day
of Tashreeq (13th of Dhul-Hijjah). The Tashriq days are the three days immediately following the day
of Eid-ul-Adha.

As for Eid-ul-Fitr, making Takbeer after each obligatory prayer is not recommended. Rather, it should
be stopped when the Imam is makes the first Takbeer for Eid prayer.

What is the preferred format for Takbeer?

It is to say:

Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar. Laa ilaaha illallaah Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, wa
lillaahil-Hamd.

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. None has the right to be worshipper
except Allah. Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. All praise is due to Allah.

What are the etiquettes of Eid?

Taking a bath, wearing perfume and putting on new clothes, similar to mentioned concerning Jumu'ah
prayer.

It is recommended that people come to the prayer ground early in the morning of the Eid day.

On the day of Eid-ul-Fitr, it is recommended that one eats some food before going out for the prayer;
as for Eid-ul-Adha, it is recommended that one abstains from eating any food until after returning from
the prayer.

It is recommended that one goes to the prayer ground through a route and returns through a different
route.

It is disliked for the Imam to observe any voluntary prayer before the Eid prayer is performed. It is not
disliked for others to do so after sunrise.
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Z.akatul-Fitr

What is Zakatul-Fitr and when was it ordained?

Zakat-ul-Fitr is a certain amount of wealth that must be given out in charity from the sunset of the last
day of Ramadan on behalf of every legally obliged Muslim and his dependents, under certain
conditions.

Its ordainment

What is well-known in the Sunnah is that it was ordained in second year of Hijrah, the year in which
Ramadan was ordained.

What is the proof for its being obligatory?

The basic proof for this is what Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded on the authority of 'Abdullah bin
'Umar - may Allah be pleased with them - that the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah
be upon him), enjoined the payment of one Sa' of dates or one Sa' of barley as Zakat-ul-Fitr on every
Muslim slave or free, male or female, young or old."

What are the conditions that make it obligatory?

Zakat-ul-Fitr becomes obligatory with three conditions:

Islam; setting of the sun of the last day of Ramadan; and having more than what is enough for oneself
and one's dependents for Eid day and its night in terms of food, shelter and any other essential needs.

Who are those on behalf of whom a legally obligated Muslim should pay
Zakatul-Fitr?

Zakat-ul-Fitr is compulsory on a person who has the above-mentioned three conditions. He should pay
it out on behalf of himself and on behalf of his dependents, such as his parents, children and wives.

However, he does not have to pay it on behalf of his adult son who is able to earn a living nor on behalf
of a relative to whom he is not the guardian. Rather, he should not pay it on behalf of such a relative
without first seeking his permission.

If what he has for paying Zakat-ul-Fitr is not enough to cover himself and all this dependents, then he
should pay on behalf of himself, his wife, his minor children, his father, his mother and his adult
children, who cannot earn for themselves, in that order.

What is Zakat-ul-Fitr?

Zakat-ul-Fitr is a Sa' of the most stable food of the town in which the payer is held. The Sa' that the
Messenger of Allah used was four Mudds (four handfuls) which is estimated to weigh about 2400
grams.

If the most stable food of our country today is wheat, then Zakatul-Fitr due on each individual equals
three liters of wheat.

According to the opinion of Imam Ash-Shafi'ie, the equivalent of that in cash is not acceptable. It has
to be paid in stable food of the people of that country.

However, there is no harm in following the Madh-hab of Imam Abu Hanifah - may Allah have mercy
upon him - that believes that it could be paid in cash in this age. This is because; the poor people to
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whom Zakat-ul-Fitr will be paid will benefit more from cash and that is nearer to the goal that Zakatul-
Fitr is meant to achieve.

What is the appropriate time for paying Zakat-ul-Fitr?

It becomes obligatory from sunset of the last day of Ramadan while it is permissible to pay it during
the entire days of Ramadan and the morning of Eid days.

It is recommended to pay it on the morning of the day of Eid before going out for prayer.

It is disliked to delay it till after the prayer. If one delays its payment beyond the recommended time,
then one is sinful and has to make up for it.
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Al-Udhiyah

What is Udhiyah and what is its proof?

Udhiyah is a camel, a cow, a ram or a sheep, slaughtered as an act of worship to Allah on the day of
Eid-ul-Adha. The basic proof concerning its ordainment is Allah's address to His Messenger (Peace
and Blessings of Allah be upon him):
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Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him only)." Al-Kawthar 108:2

According to the most correct interpretation of this verse, the sacrifice in this verse refers to slaughtered
of Udhiyah.

What is the wisdom behind its ordainment?

It should be known that Udhiyah is an act of worship. Whatever benefit one can derive from this act of
worship always comes after the benefit of submission to Allah, which is inherent in that act of worship.

It is also in commemoration of the greatest sacrifice made by Prophet Ibra’him (Abraham) - peace be
upon him - when Allah put him to trial by commanding him to slaughter his son. When Ibra’him was
about to fulfill this command, Allah ransomed his son with a big sacrifice in the form of a ram and He
commanded him to slaughter it instead of his son. This is compensation for him and his son for their
submission to Allah and their sincere efforts to implement the command of their Lord.

In addition to this, Urhiyah serves as a consolation for the poor and the needy. Sharing the meat of this
sacrifice with them makes them and their families happy on the day of Eid. This strengthens the cords
of brotherhood among members of the society and fosters a spirit of togetherness and mutual love
amongst them.

What is the ruling concerning Udhiyah?

It is a confirmed Sunnah but it could become obligatory for two reasons:

One: If a person points to one of the animals under his possession that are suitable for Udhiyah and
says, 'This is my Udhiyah', or 'l am going to sacrifice this one as Udhiyah', then it becomes obligatory
upon him to sacrifice the stipulated animal.

Two: If one commits himself to the worship of Allah by slaughtering a sacrifice and saying, for instance,
'It is a right of Allah upon me that I must sacrifice an Urhiyah'. In this case, it is obligatory upon him to
sacrifice it, just as if he takes upon himself to perform any of the acts of worship in which case it become
a vow on his part.

Who must sacrifice an Udhiyah?

A Muslim; for a non-Muslim is not required to do so.
The person must be an adult and sane; a person who is a minor or an insane is not legally obliged.

The person must have the means to do it. He must have what is more than sufficient for his own
maintenance and the maintenance of his dependents in terms of food, clothing and shelter throughout
the Eid day and three days after it.
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Is it permissible to sacrifice an Udhiyah with any animal that Muslims are
permitted to eat?

Udhiyah is only permitted with camels, cattle, sheep and goat. The best is a camel followed by a cow
and then a sheep or ram. Seven persons can jointly sacrifice one camel or cow.

What are the conditions of Udhiyah?

The permissible camel should be into the sixth year of its life; the permissible cow should be into its
third year; and the ram should be into its second year or if it has lost her front teeth and is fat even [then
it is permissible even] if it has not entered into its second year.

The animal permissible for slaughtering should be free of all imperfections that could affect the quality
of its meat. It should not be emaciated, lame, blind or diseased, and neither should a part of its ear be
cut off. But if there is a mere cut on its ear or there is a crack on its horn, it is still permissible.

Any other imperfections that could make the animal emaciated or reduce the quality of its meat would
disqualify it for Udhiyah.

When does the time of Udhiyah start?

It starts after the sunrise of the day of Eid-ul-Adha and ends at sunset of the last day of Tashreeq, which
is the thirteenth day of Dhul-Hijjah.

Whoever slaughters his sacrifice before the Eir prayer is due; he is only feeding his family some meat
(i.e. it will be accepted as Udhiyah). The best time to slaughter the Urhiyah is immediately after
finishing the Eid prayer.

What to do with Udhiyah after slaughtering it?

If the Udhiyah is an obligatory one such a vowed or stipulated Udhiyah, then neither the person who
made it nor any of his dependents are allowed to eat anything thereof. If anyone of them ate anything
thereof, he should be fined its equivalent in cash.

If the Urhiyah is a recommended one, then he is permitted to eat thereof. He should give charity with
some thereof. It is better if he eats only a little thereof and gives the rest out in charity. He can eat a
third thereof, give a third out as charity to the poor and present the remaining third to his friends and
neighbors as gifts even if they are rich.

However, what is presented to the rich ones should be regarded as gifts only for consumption and should
not be sold; but what is given to the poor has become their property which they can eat or sell if they
like.

Can the person who slaughtered an Udhiyah sell the skin of his sacrificed
animal?

He can give out the skin of his Udhiyah or make use of it in whatever way he likes, but he should not
sell it or present it to the butcher who slaughtered it as his wages. Doing so may decrease the value of
his Udhiyah or even render it invalid.

What are the most important Sunnah and etiquettes relating to Udhiyah?

One: From the beginning of the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah, if a person decides to slaughter a sacrifice,
then it is recommended that he should not remove any hair from his body nor clip any of his nails until
he has slaughtered his Udhiyah.
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Two: It is recommended that he slaughter it by himself. If he cannot do so due to some reasons, he
should witness its slaughtering.

Three: It is recommended for the Muslim ruler or their Imam to obtain his sacrifice from the Muslim
treasury. Muslim reported in his Sahih that the Messenger of Allah slaughtered a ram as Udhiyah and
said while he was slaughtering it: "In the Name of Allah. O Allah, accept (it) from Muhammad and
family of Muhammad and the Ummah of Muhammad."

The Muslim ruler should slaughter the sacrifice at the praying ground where the people gather for Eid
prayer. It is also recommended that he slaughter it himself.
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Taraaweeh Prayer

When should Taraaweeh prayer be observed?
How many are its Rak'ahs? What is the evidence for it?

Taraaweeh is especially observed in the month of Ramadan. It is recommended that it is done in
congregation but it is valid if observed individually.

It is called Taraaweeh because its observers take rest after every four Rak'ahs. It is also called Qiyam
Ramadan (night prayer of Ramadan).

Twenty Rak'ahs are performed every night during the month of Ramadan, with a Tasleem at the end of
every four Rak'ahs. It is observed between the 'Isha and Fajr prayers; and it is observed before Witr. If
a Tasleem is made after every four Rak'ahs, the prayer will be regarded as Taraaweeh because doing
other wis contradicts the recommended format.

A specific intention should be made for Taraaweeh or Qiyaam Ramaran, because it will not be regarded
as such if the intention for it is an absolute supererogatory prayer.

The basic proof for its ordainment is what Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported on the authority of Abu
Hurayrah - may Allah be pleased with him - that the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: "Whoever gets up and performs supererogatory prayer in the night of

Ramadan with faith and hoping to get his reward with Allah, his past sins will be forgiven."
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Prayer for Eclipse of the Sun and Moon
(Al-Kusuf Wal-Khusuf)

What is the meaning of Kusuf?
Kusuf is partial or total eclipse of the sun, while Khusuf is partial or total eclipse of the moon.

Prayer for the eclipse of the sun was ordained in the second year of Hijrah, while the prayer for the
eclipse of the moon was ordained in the fifth year of Hijrah.

What is ruling concerning the prayer for the eclipse of the sun or the
moon?

It is an emphatic Sunnah. Imam Muslim recorded on the authority of 'Aishah - may Allah be pleased
with her - that the Messenger of Allah said: "The sun and the moon are two signs among the signs of
Allah. They do not eclipse either on the death of anyone or on his birth. So when you see them, hasten
to prayer till Allah dispels the anxiety (of this extraordinary phenomenon) from you." The Messenger
of Allah also performed such a prayer.

It is recommended that the prayer be performed in congregation and a call should be made for it.

How is the prayer of eclipse performed?

The prayer of the eclipse consists of two Rak'ahs. The person performing the prayer should make the
intention of performing it for either the eclipse of the sun or of the moon. There are two manners of
performing it: the least acceptable format and the most complete format.

The least acceptable format: It is to observe in each Rak'ah, two standing positions, two recitations and
two bowings without prolonging the recitation. It can also be observed in two Rak'ahs, with one standing
position, one recitation and one bowing, as in Jumu'ah prayer. However, this is not the most meritorious
manner for it contradicts the manner in which the Messenger of Allah performed it.

The most complete manner: It is to observe, in each Rak'ah, two standing positions in which long
recitation is made. For example, one recites after Surah Al-Fatihah in the first standing position of the
first Rak'ah, Surah Al-Baqarah or an equally long Surah; and to recite in the second standing position
about two hundred verses. In the first standing position of the second Rak'ah, he recites about one
hundred and fifty verses and in the second standing of that Rak'ah, he recites what is equivalent to one
hundred verses of Surah Al-Baqgarah. In his bowing, he remains in his bowing position for as long as it
takes to recite about a hundred verses. In the second, third and four bowings, he stayed in the bowing
position as long as it takes to recite eighty verses, seventy verses and forty verses respectively.

When the prayer is completed, the Imam delivers two sermons like those of the Jumu'ah prayer in terms
of pillars and conditions. In these sermons, he encourages the people to return to Allah in repentance
and to be righteous. He also warns them against heedlessness and delusion.

Are prayers for the eclipse of the sun and the moon made up if missed?

If the time of the prayer for eclipse of the sun or the moon is missed and the sun or the moon becomes
clear before the prayer could be performed, it should not be made up. This is because, it is a prayer
connected to a cause, and if the cause is no longer there, then no prayer should be performed.

It is recommended that one takes a bath for performing prayer for the eclipse as one would do for
Jumu'ah prayer, as it is similar to it in terms of its being occasional prayer performed in congregation
and in terms of announcement.
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Prayer for Rain (Sala tul-Istisqa)

When is the prayer for rain recommended? What is its ruling?

Prayer for rain is recommended when there is no rain and the springs have dried up. When rain starts
falling or the water starts gushing out of the springs, then there is no need for prayer for the rain.

How is it performed?

There are three recommended ways of seeking rain: the least one is to make absolute supplication at
any time; the moderate one is to make supplication after getting up from the bowing position in the last
Rak'ah of the obligatory prayers and after the completion of the prayers; and the best and the most
complete manner is to do the following:

One: The Imam or his representative orders the people to do the following:
1. Turn to Allah in sincere repentance.

2. Giving charity to the poor, fulfilling the rights of those unto whom rights are due and making
peace among warring parties.

3. Observe fasting for four consecutive days.

Two: The Imam leads the people out on the fourth day of their fasting, while they are still fasting, in
worn-out garments and in the state of absolute humility and submission to an open place outside the
city. He or his representative leads them in performing two Rak'ahs that are exactly like Eid prayer.

Three: After the prayer is completed, the Imam delivers a two-part sermon like that of Eid except that
he starts the first part of it seeking Allah's forgiveness nine times and the starts the second part seeking
His forgiveness seven times, instead of makingTakbeer.

After starting the first part of the sermon and having done one-third of it, the Imam faces the Qiblah
and backs the congregation. He removes his cloak and places it back on in an inside out manner to show
more helplessness and humility in front of Allah. It is recommended that the people do the same.

It is recommended for the Imam to frequently seek forgiveness, make supplications and beseech Allah
in absolute humility. The people may also ask the righteous and pious men to make supplications in this
regard.

What is the recommended supplication for seeking rain?

It is to say: "O Allah, make it rain of mercy and not that of torment, destruction, affliction or drowning.
O Allah! (Let it be) on the plateaus, on the mountains, on the hills, in the valleys and on the places
where trees grow. 'O Allah!

Round about us and not on us.' O Allah! Bless us with satisfying and palatable rain! Make it flowing
and copious and let it abide with us till the Day of Resurrection. O Allah! Bless us with rain and do not
make us among the despairing ones. O Allah! The people and the land have been afflicted with difficulty
and hunger about which You are the only One we can complain to. O Allah! Let our plants grow and
let our animals give abundant milk. Send us blessings from the sky and make blessing grow out for us
from the earth. Remove this affliction from us for none can remove it from us but You alone. O Allah!
We ask You for forgiveness for You are the Perpetual Forgiver. Send rain from the sky upon us in
continuous showers."
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Ruling of Funerals

What should be done while a Muslim is dying?
The following things are recommended for a dying Muslim:

His family should place him on his right side and make him face the Qiblah. If that is difficult to do,
then he should be placed on his back and his face should be lifted up a little and turned towards the
Qiblah, so should the soles of his feet.

It is recommended to encourage him to pronounce the Statement Testimony (Laa ilaaha illallah), and
this should be done gently and without insistence. This could be done by repeating the statement on his
hearing without commanding him to say it. Muslim recorded on the authority of Abu Sa'eed AlKhudri
-may Allah be pleased with him-that the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon
him) said: "Exhort those of you who are dying to say, 'Laa ilaaha illallah'."

It is recommended to recite Surah yaa Seen over him. This is because of what is reported from the
Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) that he said: "Recite Surah yaa-Seen
over your dying men." (Recorded by Abu Dawood)

A dying person should have good opinion of Allah, put behind images of his sins and believe that he is
going to meet the Most Gracious Lord, Who forgives all sins as long as he upholds his belief in His
Oneness and abide by the same. The Messenger of Allah said, in what he narrated from his Lord that
He said: "I am just as My slave thinks I am (i.e. I am able to do for him what he thinks I can do for
him)." (Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

What should be done with a Muslim after his death?

His eyes should be closed and a band should be tied round his upper lip and passed across his chin so
that his mouth is not left open.

His joints should be made flexible by putting each of them in its proper place. For, instance, his
forearms, legs and all his other limbs should be straightened and put in their respective places.

A heavy material should be put on his belly so that he won't get bloated; and his entire body should be
covered with a light sheet of cloth.

It is recommended to remove whatever dressing he has on. He should then be put on an elevated place
such as a bed and his face should be turned towards the Qiblah as done when he was dying. All this
should be carried out by his gentlest relative.

What to do after the death has been confirmed?

It is strongly recommended that preparation for the burial should start immediately -he should be given
a bath and shrouded, and funeral prayer should be performed over him and he should then be buried.
The Muslims are unanimous that these four things are collective obligations biding on all the Muslims
of that town. If none of them carried these four things out, then all of them will be liable.

How is a dead Muslim given a bath?

It is done in two ways:

One: The least acceptable manner: This is to remove whatever impurities found on the body and water
should be poured all over the body.
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Two: The most complete manner recommended in the Sunnah is to do the following: The dead corpse
should be put on an elevated place such as a platform. Its private parts should be covered with a shirt
or similar material.

The person responsible for giving the bath should put the corpse in sitting position inclining backward.
He should support his head with his right hand and strongly pass his left hand over his belly so that
whatever waste that is inside may be extracted. He should then wrap his left hand with a sheet of cloth
or a glove and then wash his private parts and his anus. He then washes his mouth and his nostrils.
Thereafter, an ablution is performed on him like a living person.

He then washes his head and face with soap or any other cleaning agents. His hair should be combed if
there is any. If something is (mistakenly) removed of his hair, it should be put back on the body so that
it could be buried with him.

The right frontal part of the body should be washed beginning from the face downward and the same
thing should be done with the left side. After that, the back part of the body should be washed in the
same manner, beginning from the back of the head. By that, the entire body would have been covered
by water. This is the first bathing. It is recommended that the bathing be repeated twice more. In the
third bathing, the water should be mixed with some camphor, if the dead person was not in the state of
Thraam.

What is the least acceptable shrouding and is the most complete one?

The least acceptable shrouding is to wrap the entire body of the dead -including the body, if he did not
die in the state of Thraam - with a sheet. The obligatory aspect of this is to, at least, use a cloth that
covers its private parts or its nakedness.

If the dead person is male, he is shrouded with three pieces of white cloth -all of them should be the
size of his height and they should be wide enough to wrap his entire body. It is disliked to shroud the
dead with non-white sheet or to shroud them in shirts or the like, or to cover their head with materials
such as turbans. If he died while in the state of Ihraam, then his head should not be covered.

It the body is that of a female, it is recommended to shroud her in five sheets of white cloth. They are:
an upper wrapper to cover the lower part of her body from the navel downwards, a head cover for her
head and a gown to cover the lower part of her body down to the her toes; and it should be long enough
to overlap her the upper; and two sheets that are large enough to wrap her entire body.

The material to be used for shrouding the dead should be from the type he is allowed to wear while
alive. Therefore, males should not be shrouded in silken materials.

The openings of the body and the parts he prostrated on should be covered with perfumed cotton. The
body is then tied with pieces of cloth and put in the grave.

How is funeral prayer performed?
Funeral prayer over a corpse will not be valid if it is not bathed. The prayer is performed as follows:
The first Takbeer is made with an intention of performing funeral prayer over the dead.

After saying the first Takbeer, hands should be put on the chest as done in ordinary prayers. Surah
AlFatihah is then recited.

After completing the recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah, the second Takbeer is made with the two hands
raised up to the earlobes and the hands are then put on the chest. Any of the recommended formats of
invoking blessing upon the Prophet is then recited; the best of these formats is As
Salaatullbraheemiyyah.
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Another Takbeer is made after which supplications are made for the dead person. This is the major
purpose of performing the funeral prayer.

The least one can say in supplication to the dead is: "O Allah, have mercy on him or her and forgive
him or her."

The most complete format is to recite the supplication reported from the Messenger of Allah,:
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Allahummagh-fir lihayyina wa mayyitina wa shahidina, wa gha'ibina, wa sagheerina wa kabeerina, wa
thakarina waunthana. Allahumma man ahyaytahu minna fa-ahyihi' alal-islam, wa man tawaffaytahu
minna fatawaffahu 'alaleeman.
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'0 Allah, forgive our living and our dead, those present and those absent, our young and our old, our

males and our females. 0 Allah, whom amongst us you keep alive, then let such a life be upon Islam,

and whom amongst us you take unto yourself, then let such a death be upon faith.' (Recorded by Abu
Dawood and At-Tirmidhi)

The one performing the prayer over the deceased will then supplicate thus: "O Allah, this (deceased
person) is Your slave and a child of Your slave. He left this world and it expansiveness and he left
behind his loved ones to the darkness of the grave and whatever he is going to meet there. He testified
that none has the right to be worshipped but You and that Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah
be upon him) is Your slave and messenger. You know about him more than us. He has now come to
You as a guest and You are the best Host; he is now in direst need of Your mercy and You have no
need of his punishment. We are here seeking to intercede with You on his behalf. O Allah, if he was
righteous, increase him in reward. If he was unrighteous, then forgive him, and let him attain Your
pleasure by Your mercy. Protect him against the trial of the grave and its torment and expand his grave
for him. By Your mercy, give him security against Your punishment until You will resurrect him and
admit him to Your paradise, O the Most Merciful of all who are merciful."

If the deceased is an infant or a child who has reached the age of puberty, this supplication can be said:
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Allahummaj'alhu faratan li'abawayhi, wa salafan wa thukhran, wa 'izatan wa'tibaran wa shafee'an wa
thaqqil bihi mawazeenahuma wa 'afrighisis-Sabra 'ala quloobihimawalataftinhumaba 'dahu wa la
tahrimhuma 'ajrahu.

"0 Allah, make him a precursor for his parents, a forerunner, treasurer and an example and an

approach andan intercessor. Make heavy their scales and affirm patient on their hearts, do not trial
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after him and do not deprive them of their reward.” The last Takbeer is then made, followed by this
supplication:
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Allahumma la tahrimna ajrah, wa la taftinna ba'dah waghfir lana wa lahu.

'0 Allah,donot deprive us of his reward and donot let us stray after him and forgive us and
him.'(Recorded by Abu Dawud)

A Tasleem is made each to the right side and the left side as done in other prayers.

Manner of burying the deceased

The least acceptable burial is to bury the deceased in a pit deep enough to prevent the stench from
coming out and keep the corpse from the reach of carnivorous animals. The deceased should be made
to face the Qiblah.

The most complete ways is to do the following:

The deceased should be buried in a grave as deep as the height of an average man; and it should be
widened up to one c